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No. DECEMBER, 1905. 12.

QUESTIONS OF THE HOUR.

CHRISTIAN EVANGELISTIC WORK
Rev. J. M. Foster, Boston.

The Gospels report what Jesus began to

do and teach. The Acts record what He
continued doing after He sent the Holy

Spirit. The greatest text for evangelistic

work is Acts 11 :20, 21

:

‘

“And some of them were men of

Cyprus and Cyrene, which, when they were

come to Antioch, spake unto the Grecians,

preaching the Lord Jesus. And the hand

of the Lord was with them, and a great

number believed, and turned unto the

Lord.”

This is the Church’s standing model for

Christian evangelistic work. We are apt

to read over this chapter without noting

that our text is one of the most important

in the Book. The fact that our Church

lias missionaries in Cyprus and Antioch

is calculated to arrest our attention, as if

a selah Avere Avritten after these verses.

Many of the best interpreters take the

word Grecians to mean Greeks by nation-

ality, that is, pure heathen, and not mere

Helenists, that is, Greek speaking JeAvs.

I f that be true, the Church is here break-

ing away from the bonds of Judaism and

preaching the gospel to the Gentiles:

This appears all the more significant

when we note the fact that this seems to

have been an independent movement, pro-

moted without the knowledge or advice of

the Church authorities. Before Peter

Avould preach the gospel of the Son of

God to the house of Cornelius, he must

have a vision from heaven accompanied

by a call thrice repeated, and a special

command to go with the messengers

Avhich Cornelius had sent, before he would

yield. And Ave know that his preaching

Christ to Cornelius gave offense to the

brethren in Jerusalem, and it was not

4
until Peter had rehearsed the vision and

God’s call and the gift of the Holy Ghost

to Cornelius’ house Avitnessed by their oaati

brethren, that they were satisfied. But

here a feAV Jewish converts from Cyprus

and Africa, who are so obscure that not

even their names have been preserved,

without the counsel of apostle or minister,

without a heavenly vision or command to

guide them, without precedent, moved

only by their profound conviction of the

truth and the great love which was shed

abroad in their hearts, not suspecting that

they were doing anything more than ordi-

nary, opened the door of the gospel to the

Gentiles.

The boldness of this step appears also

when we remember that their move more

than likely antedated Peter’s going to

Cornelius. In the verse preceding our

text we read : “Noav they which were

scattered abroad upon the persecution that

arose about Stephen, traveled as far as

Phcnice, and Cyprus, and Antioch,

preaching the word to none but unto

ews only.” Turning back to the, eighth
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chapter of the Acts, almost the same lan-

guage is used in the first verse, and also

in the fourth verse. So we conclude that

the author, having followed one line of

work a certain distance, goes back again

to the date of Stephen’s persecution in

this chapter. If that be correct, then

there were three distinct and independent

lines of work radiating from that perse-

cution and all taking the gospel to the

Gentiles: Peter preaching to Cornelius,

Philip preaching in Samaria, and these

converted Jews from Cyprus and Africa

preaching in Antioch. And they seem

to have been independent of the others, as

if the Spirit would supply a threefold

cord that could not be broken. And the

Antioch mission seems to be leader of all.

For, while we have no account that

Peter’s preaching in Cornelius’ house or

Philip in Samaria resulted in the estab-.

lishing of a church in either place, a

Christian church resulted from the

preaching in Antioch. And later Barna-

bas and Paul came and much people be-

lieved, and “the disciples were called

Christians first in Antioch.” This pas-

sage is suggestive of thoughts in Chris-

tian evangelism:

Christian evangelism originates in the

spontaneous impulse of the Holy Spirit in

the heart of the worker.

The Jewish church in Jerusalem was

zealous for Jewish converts, but had no

thought of the Gentiles. Stephen’s ad-

dress before the Sanhedrim proclaimed

the world-wide mission of the gospel.

Then God allowed the persecutors to scat-

ter the Christians. In Ezekiel’s prophecy,

10:2, “the man clothed with linen” was

commanded to “go into the temple and fill

thine hand with coals of fire from between

the cherubim, and scatter them over the

city.” And every coal kindled a fire on

a separate roof, and the whole city was set

on fire. The Saviour said: “I am come

to set the world on fire.” When the

mailed hand of persecution scattered the

disciples abroad, the coals of. fire were

scattered. Wherever they went they car-

ried tlicir faith with them, and they

talked about it, and those who heard their

story wondered and believed. And when
these Cypriote and African Jews came to

Antioch, the Christ in their hearts was

still the power of an endless life, they be-

lieved that what had saved them would

save others, and they were ready to prove

their devotion to Him who had redeemed

them with His blood by making Him
known as Saviour and Lord. The Holy

Ghost taught them what to speak. (1)

This impulsive power of the Holy Spirit

was the expression of their personal pos-

session of Christ. The possession of

worldly goods is calculated to cultivate

covetousness, and the hoarding spirit soon

gains ascendency. But the possession of

the true riches prompts the possessor to

desire to have others share his treasure

with him. It is true that the possession

of knowledge in the fields of science,

literature and art prompts the finder to

tell of his discoveries to others. And we
are not surprised that when Archimedes

discovered a certain law in hydrostatics,

he rushed out into the streets of Athens,

shouting “Eureka!” I have found it!

And when the believer finds Christ, in

Whom are all the treasures of wisdom and

knowledge, he is immediately seized with

an unquenchable desire to tell others of

Him who is wisdom. This is the fire of

the Holy Ghost in the heart. Jeremiah

tells us that when he tried to refrain from

speaking God’s word, “His word was in

mine heart as a burning fire shut up in

my bones, and I was weary with forbear-

ing, and I could not stay.” The colored

preacher, at his plow, when met by a

white minister, said: “When I think of

what Jesus did for me in coming down
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from heaven, enduring the contradiction

of sinners against Himself and dying

upon the cross, a power comes over me

that I cannot control (hold that mule)

Glory,” he shouted in a voice like many

waters that affrighted the beast. Pro-

found convictions must have expression.

Deep affection must manifest itself. We
know that still waters run deep. We
know that the greatest love is often silent.

And we are naturally suspicious of that

religious experience that is constantly on

exhibition. But it is also true that the

love of Christ constraineth us. The

woman of Samaria was obeying this law

when she went to the city and said

:

“Come, see a Man which told me all

things that ever I did ! Is not this the

Christ?”

(2) The impulsive power of the

Spirit was the expression of their pity

and compassion for the perishing. Divine

love brought the Son of God to this world.

All through His ministry He was moved

with compassion for the multitudes be-

cause they were as sheep without a shep-

herd. The heart of God yearned over the

lost world, and He desired to gather them

as a hen gathers her chickens under her

wings. Now, this same compassion is

communicated to His people. What
would you say of the man from a ship-

wreck, getting into the life-boat and

manifesting no desire to help others who
were drowning all about him into the

boat ! And what shall we say of those

professing Christians who are willing to

be saved in the ark of Christ’s great sal-

vation, and yet discover no anxiety for the

salvation of their brethren ! Even Dives

in the lake of fire desired that a message

be sent to his five brethren, warning them

against coming to those tormenting

flames ! And shall not Christ’s children

who have tasted of the good word of life

and the burning love of God, be desirous

of helping the perishing? What would

be said of the man in the besieged city,

whose larder was stored with food and

who kept it for himself and family, while

his friends fought with the dogs and cats

for the offal and ate the flesh of their own
children? “The man that withholdeth

bread, the people shall curse him.” And
the man who withholds the bread of life,

the severest anathema abides upon him.

The law of Christ’s kingdom is : “Freely

you have received, freely give.”

(3) The impulsive power of the Spirit

was the expression of their loyalty to

Christ. They knew that Jesus had as-

cended to the throne and had been in-

vested with universal dominion. They
knew that He had left the interests of

His kingdom here in the hands of His

disciples, and that His honor among men
depended upon their loyalty. His loyalty

is questionable who keeps silent when he

is among enemies and the honor of his

sovereign is assailed. Professing Chris-

tians are as sheep sent forth in the midst

of wolves. While they are to be wise as

serpents and harmless as doves, they must

not shun to declare the whole counsel of

God. They are Christ’s witnesses. If

they are silent, Christ’s kingdom is in

darkness. Every believer takes tip Christ’s

words : “To this end was I born and for

this cause came I into the world, that I

might bear witness unto the truth.” No
true believer can escape the experience of

Paul: “Necessity is laid upon me; yea,

woe is me if I preach not the gospel.” It

would be going too far to say, that no

man can be a true Christian unless he

openly preaches Christ. But it is cer-

tainly true, that no man can be a good

Christian, much less the best, who does

not speak for Christ—a word in season

to the needy.

Christain evangelism is an universal

obligation upon believers. Note
.
that
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these believing Jews were not led by any

Church official. In fact, the Church was

yet very loosely organized. They were not

acting upon orders given them in Jeru-

salem. They had no heavenly communi-

cation. They believed and therefore spake.

They had heard the voice of God in their

hearts : “Seek ye My face !” Their hearts

had echoed back, immediately and swiftly,

in the same language God had used, firm-

ly and decisively, and converting a gen-

eral call into a personal resolution, “Thy

face, Lord, seek will I.” And when God

in Christ had taken possession of their

hearts, they began voicing God’s message

to others. This is a clear proof of the

universal obligation of evangelizing. This

honor is to all the saints.

This does not signify a set form of pub-

lic address. For that most are unfit. It

only means that everyone who has found

Christ will in some way speak up and

speak out, making known what he has

found. Here is a man who brings his

five little boys to God’s house every Sab-

bath, and Sabbath evening in the home

he talks to them of Jesus. That is preach-

ing Christ. There is a mother who brings

her four little girls to church each Lord’s

day, and every morning and evening gath-

ers them around the family altar and wor-

ships God. That is preaching Christ.

There is a man whose fiery spirit will

brook no restraint. But his gentle Chris-

tian wife, by her quiet Christian conver-

sation, subdues that ungoverned spirit,

and the lion and lamb dwell together in

peace. Yonder is a man who knows not

God and obeys not His gospel. But his

faithful wife, with the armor of God upon

the right hand and the left, launches the

arrow of truth between the joints of the

harness and he bows to Christ. That is

preaching Christ. A New York banker

testified: “I rode in on the train every

morning for twenty years with a business

friend without saying a word to him about

his salvation. I was startled to read in

the paper that he had died suddenly the

previous evening. I felt rebuked and re-

solved that I would try and help the

twenty clerks in my office. So I sent for

one to come to my private office. He was

alarmed, because this had never occurred

before. I told him that I believed in

Christ and asked him if he had the same

faith. This was repeated with the other

nineteen. The result was a majority of

them were in prayer meeting the next

Wednesday evening.” That is preaching

Christ. A market man in Boston, while

Evangelist Dawson was here, resolved

that he would speak to his friend. He
found him on ’change. After exchanging

compliments his friend said : “Have you

heard Dawson ?” “I have not,” he replied,

and then turning and looking in his eyes,

he said: “How is it with your soul, Wil-

liam?” That is preaching Christ. A
man desired the salvation of another who

was above him in social and intellectual

grade. But he prayed for him. At last

meeting his friend, he said: “Will you

permit me to say, I have longed for your

salvation and have prayed for your con-

version.” That is preaching Christ.

Some are deterred from this, because

they may blunder. One of the last inci-

dents related by the sainted Moody was

this : A man, converted in the Salvation

Army, was told that every day he ought

to speak to some one about his salvation.

One day, late at night, going home on the

street car, he noticed a well dressed man
and refined, sitting opposite. He had a

desire to speak to him, but hesitated be-

cause of their evident difference of rank.

But at last he mustered up courage, and

touching his knee, as he leaned over, said

:

“Are you a Christian ?” The man
straightened up and said : “I am a theo-

logical professor.” The poor man did not
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know what that meant. He knew what

a professor of Christ was. But a “theo-

logical professor” puzzled him. At last

lie leaned over again and said : “I would

not allow that to interfere with your be-

coming a Christian.” We smile at the

mistake. But it softened the heart of that

learned man. The man who has Christ

formed in his heart, who has tasted of the

good word of God and the powers of the

world to come, and whose life is hid with

Christ in God, cannot but speak the

things he has seen and heard. God, who

commanded the light to shine out of dark-

ness, hath shined into our hearts that we

may reflect the light for others. It is at

our peril if we hide the light.

Christian evangelism means delivering

the simplest message. These Christians

had heard of the song of the angels when

the Son of God became incarnate; they

had heard of the Spirit descending upon

Him in the form of a dove at the Jordan;

they had heard of His transfiguration on

the Mount, and the voice from heaven

:

“This is My beloved Son, hear ye Him !”

;

they had heard of His holy life and His

death upon the cross for sinners; they

had heard of Ilis resurrection from the

dead, His ascension to God’s right hand

and the gift of the Holy Spirit on Pente-

cost. These facts they talked about to the

heathen who had gods many and lords

many in Antioch. To do this it is not

necessary to multiply’ words or use

rhetoric, or make a formal address. The
first sermon was very short. Andrew
found his brother Peter and said: ‘We
have found the Messiah,” and he brought

him to Jesus. Anyone who has the root

of the matter in him can do that. It mat-

ters not whether you speak smoothly or

awrkwardly, only so you speak. “They

spake” means simply, they talked. You
can talk of your business or household

affairs. Why can you not speak of your

Saviour King. It matters not whether

you use a golden cup or tin cup, a silver

pitcher or earthen pitcher. Only so you

bring it full of the water of life and press

it to the lips of the thirsting sinner. The

French doctor performed a certain deli-

cate operation three hundred times and

lost every case, but the operation was

splendid. An English doctor only at-

tempted it eight times and saved seven

out of eight. Let us have done with the

splendor of the operation and give atten-

tion to the saving of life. The man who

can say: “I am crucified with Christ,

nevertheless I live: yet not I, but Christ

liveth in me: and the life I now live, I

live by the faith of the Son of God who
loved me and gave Himself for me,” will

not find difficulty in telling this to others.

In the language of Samuel to Saul:

“When the Spirit of the Lord comes upon

thee, thou shalt do as occasion serve thee.”

You speak to a man about his salvation

and he sharply resents it. Do not be dis-

couraged. The message had its effect.

“Though Israel be not gathered, yet shall

I be glorious in His eyes.” The gospel

is a savor of life unto life to some, and a

savor of death unto death to others. In

either case a sweet odor ascends to God.

Do your duty and leave consequences with

God. Abel did his duty and Cain slew

him. Our Lord did His work and the

men whom He helped nailed Him to the

cross. Stephen did his duty and the Jew-

ish council fell upon him and stoned him.

Speak for Christ at all hazards.

Christian evangelism is accompanied

by an unseen Helper. “The hand of the

Lord was with them.” The keynote of

the Acts is the present Lord working by

His Spirit. When Peter preached in the

house of Cornelius the Holy Ghost fell

upon those who heard. When Paul

preached to the twelve disciples of John

in Ephesus the Holy Ghost fell upon
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them. And so the record goes. The

cloud which they saw fall upon the hear-

ers of the gospel we do not see, but the

fact is just as patent to-day. The Eevela-

tion represents Christ upon the throne.

The seven spirits of God are in His hand.

“The seven horns and the seven eves” are

the seven-fold operation of the Holy

Spirit. By these Jesus exercises His uni-

versal dominion. He breaks the seals,

blows the trumpets and pours out the vials,

representing His judgments upon rebel-

lions and apostate nations, and prepares

the way for His gospel messengers. By

this dreadful war between Russia and

Japan, the latter breaking the power of

the former on sea and land, He is “pre-

paring the way of the kings of the East”

for the gospel. And by the orderings of

His providence and the dispensations of

His grace, He prepares the way for every

worker, so that “the hand of the Lord was

with them.” When Lyman Beecher

preached on “The Sovereignty of God,”

he did not know that young Wendell

Phillips was in the audience, and that he

went to his room, threw himself on the

floor and gave himself to the service of

God. That poor Scotch minister was

troubled because a deacon complained,

that only one joined at the communion,

and he only a boy. But that boy was

Robert Moffat, the apostle of South

Africa. When David Brainard recorded

his work among the Indians in New Eng-

land and beyond, he did not know that a

young cobbler in England would read his

memoirs, and himself become a mission-

ary. That was William Carey, the angel

of the Church in India. When Chalmers

preached in Edinburgh, he did not know
that a lady in the audience was brought

to Jesus, and twenty years later she wrote

him from the mission field, reminding

him of the sermon. When the poor min-

ister of Ecclefeclian, Scotland, dispensed

the Word in his humble way he did not

know that he was writing upon the mind
of young Thomas Carlyle a message that

remained with him until death.

We, the descendants of the Scotch Cov-

enanters, have committed to us the dis-

pensation of the gospel of Christ’s cross

and crown. It is not a popular message.

It requires courage to speak it. David

said: “I’ll speak Thy word to kings, and

I with shame shall not be moved.” Paul,

when asked if he would go to Rome and

preach Christ, replied : “I am not

ashamed of the gospel—it is the power of

God unto salvation.” Luther stood before

the council at Worms and said: “I can-

not submit my faith either to the Pope or

the council. I stand here and can say no

more. God help me ! Amen.” Knox
stood up in the Scotch tribunal and said

:

“I am in a place where I am demanded of

God to speak the truth, and therefore the

truth I speak, impugn it who so list.”

These men were God’s spokesmen. One

with God is a majority. In this faith we

stand. The mountains are full of horses

and chariots of fire round about us. Let

us have faith in the power of God’s word.

“My word shall not return unto Me void

:

it shall accomplish that which I please

and prosper in the thing whereto I have

sent it.” The lyddite shell falls upon the

enemy’s ship and blows it to pieces. The

gospel is the power of God.

Robert Morrison, the first Protestant missionary to China, died strong in the faith

that the country would become Christian. Yet he labored in that country for

twenty-seven years fighting against hatred, opposition and persecution, and won by his

own efforts but two conversions. There is a lesson of faith that many of God’s workers

need to learn.
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NEWS OF THE CHURCHES.

ABROAD.
Latakia, Syria. —Rev. Jas. S. Stew-

art’s October statement to the Board con-

tains the following items :

The Lord’s Supper wras dispensed Aug.

27, at Gunaimia, Rev. C. A. Dodds assist-

ing. Eight persons were received on ex-

amination, all but two having been in the

Latakia schools. A few members were

not able to attend the services, and a few

are backsliders; but about seventy com-

muned. Four children were baptized.

The school there is doing well, and we

hope will do still better during the coming

year, if it please the Lord to keep it open.

The Latakia schools are again in opera-

tion, and we hope for a good year. The

school at Tartoos is full, and the workers

are well. Our two schools at Melkah and

Inkzik are smaller than usual.

We have not yet secured a good man for

Suadia, to take the place of teacher and

.preacher, but may be able to find one yet.

We earnestly desire an interest in your

pravers.

#
On Oct. 14 Miss Maggie B. Edgar wrote

as follows

:

It will be two weeks to-morrow since

Miss Cunningham and I landed in

Latakia. It was time for school to open,

and I began the very next day to prepare

and opened on the 9th. There was a good

deal to do in a short time, and many in-

terruptions, for of course our friends

wanted to welcome us back; and it is

good to be at work again. The school is

well filled up. There are now forty-four

boys in and one or two yet to come. The

day school, too, has a better attendance

'than for some time at the beginning. We
have a new teacher this year, one of the

boys who graduated in July, Ivhaleel

Assad. One of the teachers who was with

us is either to go to Suadia or to be en-

gaged as evangelist.

We had a most pleasant voyage all the

way out, and have great reason for thank-

fulness and praise to God for His good-

ness.

#
Miss Cunningham, writing about the

same time, reports an incident which

shows some of the difficulties that our

missionaries to Syria and their converts

have to contend with:

The people in Genderia are in the usual

fuss. The Government has just written

them Moslems. One of them has a son, a

graduate of the boys’ school here some

two years ago, who has been called upon

for military service. He is not strong

and thinks he could not stand it, and so

is trying to buy himself off, but fifty

Turkish pounds is a great sum for a poor

boy to raise. Then, if he should succeed

in raising enough to buy himself off, what

is the rest of them to do? It is a very

hard matter to decide, and it seems a

shame that nothing can be done to have

them written Christians.

#
A personal letter from Dr. J. M. Balph,

dated Oct. 18, reports safe arrival at

Latakia

:

We arrived here on the 15th inst., after

a journey of seventeen days on the Med-

iterranean via Smyrna, Constantinople

and Beirut. We had a very pleasant time,

having the company of quite a number of

missionaries returning to their various

fields of work.

Mr. Stewart and family leave to-mor-
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row for Beirut, where they will put Eliza-

beth in school and then go on to Larnaca

for the meeting of Commission. We had

pleasant visits at Larnaca, Mersina and

Alexandretta on our way out, and found

the missionaries all well and the work well

under headway. We will not be able to

open the hosihtal for a week or two, as we

are short of help and some repairs will

have to be made. It is a discouraging

feature that we will have to attempt the

work without a matron
;
but we trust that

some one may soon be found willing to

take up that work. I have written to

Beirut to try to get some one to take the

place of Mrs. Haddad, but do not know
whether we shall succeed or not.

Mersina. —In a letter dated Oct. 26,

Rev. C. A. Dodds tells of his departure

from Suadia, Syria

:

We left Suadia on the 9th inst., but

have not yet reached Mersina, having

turned aside for a visit at Larnaca and

for Commission meeting at the same place.

We had hoped Miss Cunningham would

be in the field before our departure, but,

although she had reached Latakia, the

missionaries there thought it not best for

her to undertake the tiresome journey so

soon. So Suadia, for the time, is left

without a missionary, and also without a

teacher, as the Latakia Mission had not

been able to find a suitable person to place

in charge of the boys’ school.

The first stage of our journey was to

Antioch, the afternoon of Monday, the

9th. We spent Tuesday at the home of

Dr. Martin, and I had tire privilege that

evening of baptizing his little daughter

Margaret. Wednesday morning we took

carriage for Alexandretta. Mrs. Dodds

had not seen a carriage or carriage road

for four years, and Mary’s misconceptions

of what a carriage was appeared in her

remark shortly after entering it, “I

thought carriages think, like horses and

mules, but it seems they don’t think.”

We had only one short day at Alexan-

dretta with Mr. and Mrs. Kennedjq sail-

ing Thursday evening for Larnaca, where .

we arrived the next morning and were

met by Mr. and Mrs. McCarroll, whose

hospitality we have been enjoying since.

The short sail from Syria to Cyprus

seems to have transported us into another

world. Here, under British rule, there is

evidence of progress on every hand—quite

a contrast with the conditions left be-

hind in Suadia, where the people are grad-

ually, but apparently surety, unless relief

comes, being crushed out of existence. On

Friday of last week I accompanied Mr.

McCarroll to Nicosia. That evening we
had a preaching service, after which two

members were received into the fellowship

of the Church. The encouraging facts in

connection with the conversion of one of

these, Mr. Peponiades, Mr. McCarroll will

doubtless report to you. On Saturday I

went down to Famagusta, where I

preached on Sabbath, Mr. McCarroll re-

turning to Larnaca. At Famagusta I.

was entertained in the home of Mr. Kas-

silian, who seems an intensely earnest

Christian. The work in Cyprus, as nearly

as I can judge, seems to have many en-

couraging features.

Cyprus.

—

An interesting October letter

from Rev. W. McCarroll follows

:

The events of interest for the past

month deserve a brief record. First and

foremost has been the visit of Rev. C. A.

Dodds and family in the interim between

their departure from Suadia and the

taking up of their work in Mersina. Mr.

Dodds expected that he would get a little

rest in Cyprus, but he came to the wrong

place, for we made him hustle around the

island and work for his living. He did'

not, however, appear to grow thin on it.
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The members of Commission have now

arrived, and it is our prayer that our meet-

ing together will be a time of spiritual re-

viving.

On our visit to Nicosia we had the pleas-

ure of examining and receiving into mem-
bership the two Greek converts of whom I

wrote in a former letter. One of these is

Mr. Peponiades, who is possessed of con-

siderable property. A short time ago he

visited Mr. Kassilian in Famagusta and

had his will put in order. An extract from

Mr. Kassilian’s letter will be in place here.

He said : “He made his will here in the

presence of witnesses. I wrote it in ac-

cordance with the law. By this will he

bequeathes two-thirds of all his movable

and immovable property to the Reformed

Presbyterian Church of Cyprus, and the

remaining one-tliird to his lawful rela-

tives.”

“I made three copies of the will, one to

be delivered to the District Court of

Nicosia, one to be sent to you, and the

third to be kept in his own safe. You are

the executor of the will; that is, you and

your successors and agents.”

According to report, he is worth any-

where from £50,000 to £150,000; but I

have not the slightest idea of the real

value of his property. He is childless, but

has a wife living. He has also promised

£200 for the erection of a Mission build-

ing in Nicosia, together with a site of

about three acres of ground admirably

located in the heart of the city. The

transfer of the ground and money to the

Mission will be completed, I trust, within

a week or so.

God is hearing the prayers of His people

in the home land, and has, I am sure,

showers of blessings for this island. It is

hard for a rich man to enter into the

kingdom of heaven; but the things that

are impossible with men are possible with

God. He has given us the earnest and

pledge; let us be more importunate still

that we may speedily have the full harvest.

The Medical Department has now got-

ten a good start in Nicosia, and the

patients seeking free treatment and free

medicines are a considerable number. Mr.

Aegyptiades, who is my brother’s right-

hand man, seems to be diligent in improv-

ing his opportunities for religious con-

versation at the clinics.

Tak Hing, China.—Dr. Jean Mc-

Burney, in a letter of Oct. 16, talks in a

very instructive way about the school

work

:

There are some little girls, some white

girls and some Indian girls and some

grown up people who have sent money to

help the little Chinese girls to come into

school and learn how to worship and

serve the true God. When Miss Torrence

was taken away, and only the empty school

house left, our hearts were sad and dis-

appointed. It looked as though there

would be a delay of some years. A teacher

would have to be found and sent out, and

then two or three years of hard study and

experience among the women and girls

would be necessary before the school could

be started. That was not God’s plan, how-

ever.

Some of you knew a young lady in

Kansas by the name of Miss Mamie
Greenlee, and perhaps you remember how

sorry you were when Dr. Wright came and

took her away from you. He brought her

to China, and she has been studying

Chinese and teaching the women, and now

is ready to take up the work that Miss

Torrence laid down, and so we have a

superintendent who hopes to open a school

for girls this morning, Monda}', Oct. 16.

She tried very hard to find a Chinese

woman who could assist her in the work,

as that is necessary in all the schools.

She could not get one in Tak Hing, as
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this is the first Christian school here. In

other places, where girls have already been

trained, the demand for teachers is still

greater than the supply, so that where a

graduate is available to other missions,

she is usually not one of those best quali-

fied for teaching. While Mrs. Wright was

in Canton recently, one of the missionaries

met with a disappointment. She had en-

gaged one who gave promise of making a

good teacher to open a school in the

country. But when the time came, the

people of the village did not seem favor-

able to having a school opened there, so

the arrangement had to he cancelled.

It was time to open schools, and teachers

were engaged, and this one was without

immediate prospects of work. Mrs.

Wright had let it be known that we needed

a teacher. Here was the need and the

supply. Hasn’t God promised to supply

all your need? So Miss Lum was

promptly engaged and came back with

Mrs. Wright when she returned from

Canton. She comes well recommended,

and from anything we can see yet we are

ready to believe she will prove satisfactory.

One thing we notice is that she is not

afraid of work, and has turned in to help

Mrs. Wright get things ready for school.

Another thing is that she does not seem to

hold herself at a premium among the

women who have not been so fortunate as

she in being educated, but is friendly and

helpful to them all, even to the women
who are grubbing weeds and rubbish out

of the yard. Mrs. Wright has been re-

opening some of the boxes of supplies that

Miss Torrence took so much pleasure in

collecting while in America. She was

giving out some towels to Miss Lum for

her own use and the use of the girls.

One pair was a little larger and nicer than

the others, and Mrs. Wright decided it

should be for the use of the teacher. Miss

Lum received it with a smile of pleased

surprise, and said, “Is this for me? Do
you love me so much as to give me the

best?” Perhaps you will think it rather

extravagant to furnish the teacher with

towels, soap, bedding and other things.

This may be a little out of the usual order

in American schools. She also gets her

board free, hut then the Chinese have the

impression that the people over in Amer-

ica are very rich indeed, and can afford to

be liberal. You may also be surprised at

the princely salary she gets, and with the

prospect of a rise at the New Year if she

proves satisfactory. She is to receive, be-

sides all these privileges and conveniences,

the large amount of almost $2 a month,

and she considers herself quite privileged

to have the position. She is a bride of this

year. This does not mean that her hus-

band is able to keep her. She is probably

as free from any assistance from him as if

she were single. But it gives her a pres-

tige here that she could not have as a

single woman.

The school opens up this morning with

encouraging prospects. There are likely

to be as many as we are willing to admit

free. Even the small sum necessary to

pay for their rice, is more than some are

able to pay. Girls of school age—many

of them—are able to help with the work

and thus are a factor in making the

money, and besides, it is here as it is at

home. Those who live on a farm have

abundance to eat without any appreciable

expense, but when they go away to school

it is different. So it is probable that those

who enter at first will be furnished wholly

or in part until the New Year, after which

the school will be somewhat known, and

the idea of “putting out money” for a

girls’ education will begin to seem not so

preposterous.

These letters from the foreign fields

ought to be read in every family.
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AT HOM
Allegheny, Pa.—The Central Board of Missions sends the following items

:

Financial Statement.

On hand On hand

Oct. 1, ’€5. Beceipts. Expenditures. Nov. 1, ’05.

Southern Mission $1741.05 $113.50 $751.03 $1103.48

Chinese Mission 141.94 105.33 36.61

Indian Mission 2487.22 429.06 300.03 2616.25

Sustentation Fund 234.37 30.00 264.37

Deficit ’ Deficit

Oct. 1, ’05. Nov. 1, ’05.

Domestic Mission 3984.89 2535.77 .
2409.56 3858.68

Domestic Mission .—

A

communication $140 for church work since last Decern-

was received from Synod’s Board of Trus-

tees to the effect that they would not ad-

vance more than $6,600 to this fund. This

will very probably enable the Board to pay

in full the appropriations for the second

quarter, i. e., at our January meeting.

Whether or not those for the third quar-

ter can be paid will depend entirely on the

collections. The money advanced to meet

the Church's obligations is taken from the

general fund. For its use the Domestic

Mission fund is charged interest. This is

just, as otherwise the income from moneys

intended for other schemes would be mis-

applied.

Chinese Home Mission —The attention

of the Church is called to the- condition of

this fund. Only $36.61 are on hand to

carry on the work. From Oct. 9 to Nov.

5 there was an enrollment of 18 Chinese.

The average attendance at the night school

was 5§ ; at the prayer meeting, 8^ ;
at the

Sabbath service, 11£; of whites at the

prayer meeting, 2£, and at the Sabbath

service, 74. The rent on the building

used for school and mission purposes has

been increased. It is now $25 per month.

Mr. Faris writes with reference to a new
scholar, aged nineteen, who is making very

encouraging progress in his studies.

The Chinese scholars have contributed

ber.

Indian Mission.—Mr. Carithers has

been authorized to go on with the broom

manufactory. An addition will be built

to the barn. The machinery will cost

about $87.79, not including freight from

St. Louis. It will be necessary to employ

some one to teach the Indians how to make

the brooms. This is an experiment. The

expense will be small and the indications

are that it will be successful. It is ex-

pected that the Lord’s Supper will be dis-

pensed on the last Sabbath of November.

Some member of Kansas Presbytery will

be asked to assist and to remain a short

time and help with work of the Mission.

A new Indian Agent has been ap-

pointed, but as lie served under the old

for some time and is familiar with the

duties required of him, it is not likely

there will be any change.

Southern Mission .—The number of

scholars enrolled is 343, of whom 27 are

in the high school department, and 3 in

the sewing school. There is promise of a

large attendance this year; $144.59 have

been collected as school fees—a larger sum
than was ever before collected during the

first month. J. W. Sproull.

Send an offering to the Domestic Mission.
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MONOGRAPHS.

HISTORICAL SKETCH OF THE
MISSION TO CHINA.

Divide the past fifteen years into three

equal periods. Call the first “The Period

of the Church’s Preparation (1890 to

1895).“

Call the second “The Preparatory Period

on the Field (1895 to 1900)“.

Call the third “The Period of Active Ef-

fort (1901 to 1905).“

This gives you in general outline the

history of the Mission to China. Under

the first period note the following

:

The question of establishing a mission

in China first came formally before Synod

in 1890, when it was strongly advocated

by Dr. David Metheny, who personally

pledged several thousand dollars ($5,000 ?)

to start it. Synod failed to authorize it,

but the pledge remained. In 1892 the

question again came up in Synod and car-

ried. The Board was instructed to send

out a minister and a physician as soon as

practicable. As none volunteered, in 1894

Synod appointed Bevs. E. McBurney and

B. J. Mclsaac, missionaries to China. Bev.

Mclsaac, at that time in charge of the

Southern Mission, declined the appoint-

ment. In July of the following year

(1895) the writer offered his services to

the Board, was accepted and appointed to

accompany Bev. E. McBurney to China.

We sailed from San Francisco Nov. 13,

1895, and reached Canton, China, Dec. 12

of the same year.

The education of the Church at home
and finding men to begin the work oc-

cupied five years.

The Pi eparatory Period on the Field

(1895 to 1900) covers in general the

following points

:

The first two years were given to ac-

quiring the language and finding a loca-

tion. In September, 1897, we rented a

building for a chapel in Tak Hing Chau,

having decided to make that place the

basis for our work.

The city is near the geographical center

of a district nearly a hundred miles square,

in all of which there was neither chapel

nor other place of Christian instruction.

It is one hundred and fifty miles west of

Canton City, on the north bank of the

Kiang Si or West Biver, and in the Atlas

is usually called Te King in the language

of North China. The population of the

district is large. The county of which

Tak Hing is the seat has a population of

100,000, and that is not much over a tenth

of the whole unoccupied territory. There

are five cities of from 10,000 to 20,000

people, which are centers of trade for sev-

eral times that number, besides many

smaller places.

The house that we rented (the only one

we could get) was a poor one, even for

China, with two rooms downstairs, one of

which was used for a chapel and the other

for native helpers. The one room upstairs

was for the missionaries who studied, ate

and slept there. For nearly a year and a

half we spent much of our time there,

preaching to the people the best we could,

while our families still lived at the coast.

It is probably safe to say that on the whole

we learned much more than our auditors.

In January, 1899, we succeeded in pur-

chasing property in a good location a short

distance outside the city. It had some

good native buildings, which with some

changes were habitable for our families

during the cool weather. But failing

health made it necessary for Mrs. Mc-

Burney to be taken home in February of

this same year, so it was but one family
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that on the first of May left the civiliza-

tion of the treaty ports and began life in

that heathen city. To the writer it was

an unmixed delight to have his wife and

little one with him, and life was much

more enjoyable than it had been in the

dark little upstairs of the chapel. That it

must have been a severe trial to her who

was thus for the first time completely cut

off from fellowship with the outside world

one can easily guess, but no complaint

was ever heard, and if there was loneliness

it was never allowed to show. Once, how-

ever, when a lady from forty-five miles

further inland came down with her hus-

band and was in the yard before we dis-

covered them, Mrs. Eobb went out, and the

two women, who had never met, ran into

each other’s arms and burst into tears.

Sunshine quickly followed the shower,

and we had a delightful visit of two days

that none of us ever forgot.

We labored at this time in the face of

suspicion, ignorance and hatred, such as

made it look like useless effort; but it was

a necessary part of the development of our

work. Some began to show interest, and

one or two expressed belief. Eev. Mc-

Burney returned to China in the fall of

1899, and gave his time during the winter

to building a comfortable house for us.

It was not completed when the spring of

1900 brought the Boxer movement. We
left our station July 9, being the last

family but one in the province to leave an

interior station. The property was turned

over to the local magistrate. The mission-

aries went to the coast, then to Japan and

finally home. The period closed after five

years without a single convert who had

received the seal of Christian baptism.

The Period of Active Effort (1901 to

1905).

On October 22, 1901, we landed

again in Talc Hing, after an absence of

fifteen months. The place was quiet and

unchanged. The workers were different.

We were accompanied this time by Dr.

J. Maude George and Miss Jennie B. Tor-

rence. The weeks when we were all

crowded together in the little native house

awaiting the completion of the “foreign”

house were very happy ones. The new-

comers were zealous in their studies and

all were well.

The first fruit was gathered when an

old grandmother, seventy-five years of age,

who had believed before we went home,

was baptized March 16, 1902. Our first

communion was held July 6 of the same

year, when we four missionaries and the

one convert sat down together at the

Lord’s table. Three more were received

before the end of the Synodical year.

Nine were added in 1903 and ten in 1904,

while fourteen have been received thus far

* in 1905.

There has been no death among the

native Christians and no serious case of

discipline.

Our working force was increased by the

arrival of Eev. J. K. Eobb and family and

Dr. J. M. Wright and wife, who first set

foot on Chinese soil Oct. 28, 1902. Then
by Drs. Kate and Jean McBurney, who

reached Canton Nov. 25, 1903, and lastly

by Eev. Julius Ivempf, who first saw the

“City of Earns” at the gateway of our

province Oct. 25, 1904.

Some have fallen asleep. Mrs. Ella

Eobb went from us to be with Jesus Nov.

16, 1903, and was followed just two

months later by her second son, Joseph

Kerr. On Sept. 4, 1904, Dr. Maude
George slept in Jesus, and on June 26

of this year Miss Torrence was laid be-

side those who had been so near and dear

to her in life. If I were to add a word

concerning the life and service of these

who have finished their work, I would say

that, to me, the first exhibited, above all

other traits, the Christian grace of love.
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She lived in her affections, and here was

undoubtedly the secret of her influence.

She loved her work and the people. Just

two months before her death, after seeing

a woman baptized for whom she had long

prayed and whom she dearly loved, she

said, “This pays me for coming to China.”

Dr. George was man}r-sided
;
but the thing

that above all glorified her life and work

was her joyous enthusiasm. Everything

she touched took on a halo, and all her

service was crowned with a splendor of a

consecration not only willing but glad.

Miss Torrence stands for fidelity. In

her book-case there are now laid away les-

sons and plans, the fruit of much study,

so complete that another might take them

and find all done but assignment of les-

sons for many weeks. “They rest from

their labors and the works do follow

them.”

It will be evident to all that this sketch

is of a work only beginning. That the

future calls us, rather than the past. Per-

haps now there is one Christian among

ten thousand people where ten years ago

there were none. This will help you to

measure the work still to do. The work

of the Mission thus far has been mainly in

the line of preaching and personal work.

There has been no one to do other work.

Preaching services are held regularly,

with Sabbath school and prayer meeting.

Daily Bible study meetings are attended

by from six to twenty persons. Weekly

meetings are held for the women. Fre-

quently a number of members go to homes

where they are welcome and hold a Sab-

bath service. Two of our members have

been selling Scriptures over our district

for over a year. Over 2,300 gospels and

many tracts were sold last year.

With the increasing effectiveness of the

newer missionaries, we are planning for

larger work. The Board wisely allows two

years in which study is the first considera-

tion, and during the third year work is

preferably done under direction. Rev. J.

Iv. Robb and Dr. Wright have now com-

pleted three years on the field, and the

McBurney sisters, two.

The work of the physicians has already

proven a powerful factor in bringing peo-

ple within reacli of the gospel and dis-

posing them to regard it with favor. We
expect this influence to greatly increase

when, during the coming months, a hos-

pital rises under the direction of Dr.

Wright.

Educational work is greatly needed for

the instruction of our Christians’ children

and the training of native workers, on

whom the great bulk of the work must

ultimately fall. Before you read this, we

expect the school for girls to be opened

under the management of Mrs. Wright,

with a native assistant. A teacher from

home is needed for this work.

The converts have subscribed about $30

to open a reading room, preaching place

and perhaps boys’ school in the city.

We hope to open a new station at Lin

Tan in the near future, and preaching

places in other centers.

A final word. Books might be written,

and doubtless are being written, concern-

ing the present “renaissance” in China.

Suffice it to say, that in a recent confer-

ence of missionaries the statement was

made, and received with approval, that

“considering the vastness of the field, the

greatness of the present opportunities, and

the enormous possibilities for the rapid

and permanent establishment of Christian

character, influences and institutions, the

China of to-day is unapproached, not only

among present mission fields but in the

whole history of Christianity from

Calvary to now.” I think it is true. Some

day we as a Church will count it an honor

that we are permitted to lajr some founda-

tion stones for the fair structure that will
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rise in this Celestial Kingdom. We ask

your earnest prayers, generous gifts, and

above all, a personal consecration that will

make you willing to do whatever Christ

wants you to do for China, that, in this

day of our opportunity, you may honor

your King by bringing this great people

to worship at His feet.

A. I. Robb.

Tab Ring Chau, Oct. 7, 1905.

OUR DUTY TO THE STRANGER *

Our first thought is of the strangers

who have long been among us—the negro,

the Indian, the Mexican. The first great

need of all of these is to be understood.

We cannot even pray for them effectively

until we know their needs—have tried

putting ourselves in their places, imagin-

ing how we would act and feel, and how
we would want to be thought of and

treated.

The ignorance and degradation of the

millions of our colored people, and the

bitterness and injustice of the race feeling

against them appals us. But, after all,

our duty lies right there in our little

corner of the field at Selma, except as

our broadened understanding and quick-

ened sympathies go out in earnest prayer

for the race, and for other Christians help-

ing in this work.

It is- so easy for us who hardly see a

negro once a year, to talk beautifully of

equal rights for our common brothers,

and condemn their treatment by the

Southern whites. We are justly proud of

the record of our Church
;
we have opened

the doors of our Church college to them.

But do we realize that these colored

students at Geneva are practically ostra-

cized? That the majoritjr of white stu-

dents meeting them daily in classrooms
vRead at the L. M. Society of Morning

Sun Congregation , and requested for pub-

lication in Olive Trees.

and hallways, never speak to them? I

refer to this in no spirit of criticism.

Indeed, I have a sneaking suspicion that

we who are here this afternoon would do

the same thing. While we tell our colored

sister that God is her Father and Jesus

her brother, don’t we, down deep in our

hearts, dislike to touch her or sit beside

her ? Don’t we wish she would stay among
her own people, and leave us comfortably

to ourselves to hire a devoted missionary

to go down and do our work? I know
this brings up the old vexed questions of

social equality and the mixing of the races.

But, dear friends, the people and the prob-

lems are here; here, too, are Jesus’ teach-

ing on the subject ! We cannot hope to

right society, but can we not each one

take the question deeply home, until the

spirit’s light, and Christ’s consuming love

have burned out of our own hearts, at

least, all this race and caste prejudice

which is such a hindrance to the coming of

the kingdom?

This applies, too, to the work among the

Indians. We cannot reach the 205,000 in

the United States; but our S3
rmpathetic

understanding and heartfelt prayer can

go out through the open channel of our

Mission. There are things we can do with

our hands. Suppose we cut out pieces for

a ‘Tine-patch,” and baste carefully into

blocks, so that the over-taxed workers

would have work all ready for the clumsy

little brown fingers? Suppose we write to

our field matron, who goes about amoDg
the camps, and find out just what gar-

ments or comforts we could prepare and

send to her, with loving messages to our

little sisters of the teepee?

Our Church has no direct contact with

the thousands of Mexicans of the South-

west, except as some of them may stray

into some of the Mission services. But it

will be good for us to read what, other

churches are doing for them.
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Picture tlie scenes at the New York

port, whore shiploads of immigrants, the

poor and outcast of ever)' land, are crowd-

ing; many of them knowing no word of

our language, of our history or customs;

yet, from henceforth citizens, part of the

American people! There is a Christian

organization to welcome these strangers,

give them reliable information, and save

them from sharpers awaiting them on

every side. They give them, too, names of

ministers and Christian workers to whom
they may go when they reach the new
homes. We might find out about this

work, and give it practical help.

But the problem of our foreigners can-

not be met wholesale. We can only touch

it here and there as we come into con-

tact with their settlements in the cities.

Most of our city churches do take up this

work, forming mission Sabbath schools

and night classes, and sending visitors to

the homes. With two of these races we

come into touch through our Church mis-

sions : the Chinese at Oakland and the

Jews at Philadelphia. Here, too, we

might be more helpful if we sent a per-

sonal letter asking for definite informa-

tion about what they need that we could

do.

What can we as a society—better, as

members of this society—do in home mis-

sion work? Clearly not the work of the

city. Yet the city problem is vital; we

ought to study it. “The Problem of the

City” in Josiah Strong’s “New Era,” and

the chapter on “Immigration” in his “Our

Country,” and Jacob Riis’s “Children of

the Slums” and “The Making of an

American,” we can hardly afford to miss

reading. “Darkest Chicago and Her

Waifs” gives practical suggestions of ways

of helping.

The Mormon question is strongly before

us. We need to know just what that

Church believes and practices; more than

that, we ought to open up this knowledge

to the public. I believe a very practical

work for us this winter would be the secur-

ing of literature on the subject, studying

it and passing it on; scattering it broad-

cast, personally, by mail, and in every

possible way. Surely we Owe this to our

Utah sister eating out her heart in bitter-

ness in her desolated home.

But I think we are each thinking of our

strangers, our neighbors who are not

Christians. Well, are we neighborly with

them? Have we visited with them and

set up friendly relations, so that in trouble

they would naturally turn to us ? Or have

we ignored them, having our own good

times in our own little exclusive set, and

then one day astonished them by making

a patronizing little call, telling them they

ought to go to church, and leaving them

a tract? If so, we need not wonder if

they resented it. Few of us realize how
very exclusive a little church set really

get to be, with our common interests and

tastes
;
and how utterly shut out of it out-

siders feel. This feeling may be foolish

and unjust, but it is there, and must be

overcome. We cannot accomplish much
in a formal way, and as a society; but in

a quiet, personal way. We cannot even

pray people wholesale into the Kingdom

;

they must be hand-picked, one by one, by

those interested enough to study their

needs, their likes and dislikes; not as a

class or community, but my neighbor at

the end of the lane, and yours across the

street. When we are so interested, we will

not fail to remember them in earnest

prayer. If “two or three” of us are inter-

ested in the same person, we can unite our

prayers, and so plead Christ’s wonderful

promise. And as we watch and pray, an

opportunity will surely come for the

“word in due season.”

A Member of the L. M. Society.

Morning Sun, la.
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GOOD NEWS FROM CYPRUS.

The following letter is from a member

of the Reformed Presbyterian Church,

who lives in Famagusta, and is interpreter

for the English Governor of that district.

It was written to Rev. Henry Earson,

Sept. 5, 1905, and is printed in full, except

two items relating to inquirers that we

do -not think it would be prudent to pub-

lish at the present time

:

My dear Brother:

I was rejoiced to receive your letter of

July 4. You are very kind to remember

us always. Now, my reverend brother, let

me give you good news.

But I have better news: Hitherto we

had our church (the house used as a

church) in an out-of-the-way street of the

town—in a house where Mr. Zacharaki,

the colporteur, lived. Now, Mr. Zach-

araki and family have been transferred to

Larnaca. And I brought the church to

my house. I separated a room downstairs,

which opens right into the street. The

passers by not only hear us singing Psalms

and preaching the Word, but they cannot

help seeing us, and most of them stop to

hear and not a few of them come in. It is

now two Sabbaths we used this room. The

first Sabbath we had ten Greeks—men and

women—my neighbors, one of whom is a

Greek teacher. Last Sabbath—Sept. 4

—

we had five persons. The Greek teacher

yesterday, Sabbath, invited us to go to his

house and hold a meeting in his house be-

fore his family. Oh, how gladly we went

!

Brother Stavro from Kyrinia, who is now

working here with Brother Philipos, the

confectioner, and Brother Mehmet Sureya,

the Turkish brother, marched to the teach-

er’s house, and there we read John 3 and

spoke about conversion or regeneration,

justification and sanctification, things

they had never heard befdre. We prayed

in turn, except Mr. Sureya, who cannot

pray yet.

I * may mention that we have three

Nicodemuses—two men and one woman

—

all Greeks.

Brother Stavro is preaching for us.

Then I speak in Turkish. My children

sing very nicely, especially my eldest

daughter, except the very young ones.

I feel I am the Lord’s—His absolute

property; I shall work for Him not onl}r

in this town, but wherever I go, until God

calls me from this world, which I now find

is Eden to His children; but it was hell

before to me, hence to everybody who do

not know the free gift of God, who nobody

else than the Lord Jesus Christ.

My wife sends you her love and respects.

So do Brethren Philipps, Stavro of Kyr-

inia, and Nicola—a brother whom you do

not know.

May God give you all His blessings, and

preserve you, through Jesus Christ our

Lord, Amen!
Michael Kassiliax.

The late Joseph Parker had this to say about professing Christians who would let

the heathen alone: These people, whose ancestors painted themselves blue and did

not wear any clothes worth mentioning, and were not indisposed to eat one another

when circumstances seemed to point in that direction of that kind of gruesome spec-

tacle, gather their fur clothes around them and say: “Perhaps it would be just as well

to leave the heathen alone.” Persons who so talk never saw Christ, never felt the power

of His love, have nothing whatever to do with Christ, and when they touch the cup of

His blood bring their blasphemy to a culmination.

IVhen He was come near, He beheld the city and wept over it. Luke 19, 41.
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EDITORIAL NOTES.

H fIDemorial Gfoanfeoffering.

The work that God wrought in China through the three consecrated women who
have finished their course and now enjoy the reward of faithful service is still fresh in

the memory of the Church which they represented at Tak Hing Chau. The total

receipts for this fund, including October offerings, were at the beginning of this month

$2,472.60, and there have since come in a few contributions that indicate great interest

in the cause of Christ

:

Mission Field

China.

India, 15; Domestic, $12; Jew-

ish, $15; Southern, $13;

Home Chinese, $5 ;
Cyprus,

$15; China, $25.

China.

China.

We are very glad to be able to inform our readers that more than the amount neces-

sary to secure the conditional offer of

FIVE THOUSAND DOLLARS
from a friend of missionary work, at home and abroad, has been obtained without any

difficulty, the contributors expressing themselves as counting it a privilege to share in

so good an enterprise. Their names, except where requested not to give the names,

the congregations to which they belong, unless not in the membership of the Reformed

Presbyterian Church, and their indivdual offerings will be found in the following

statement, which is deemed worthy of preservation in the history of the Mission at

Tak Hing Chau

:

Mrs. Robert McNeill, Sr Second Hew York $100.00

Mr. R. N. Redpath Olathe Cong., Ivans 100.00

Miss M. Louise Carson First Philadelphia 100.00

Mr. J. J. Mackeown Second New York 100.00

Contributor Amount

Mrs. Thomas Montgomery, New York $1.00

Mrs. Rev. R. C. Allen, Grove Cit3
r
,
Pa 100.00

Miss Susan Sommervillc, New York 1.00

Mrs. Stewart Wright, Olathe, Ivans 5.00
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Mrs. Harry Lanphear ..Blanchard Cong., Ia 100.00

Mrs. C. E. Brigden Second New York 5.00

Mrs. M. Mcllvaine Maryville, E. Tenn 5.00

“Husband and wife” Denver Cong., Colo 50.00

Mr. T. J. Joseph IJopkinton Cong., Ia 100.00

Mrs. Mary A. Brown (a memorial of her

husband, David Oliver Brown) New Alexandria Cong., Pa 1400.00

Mrs. Samuel Murtland Second New York 140.00

Mr. William Steele Third Philadelphia 500.00

Mr. Eobert McNeill Second New York 50.00

Mr. James Carlew Second New York 200.00

“Let the redeemed of the Lord say so”. . . .New York. 1000.00

Mrs. Andrew Alexander Second New York 750.00

Mrs. M. M. Gregg Central Allegheny Cong 100.00

Mr. and Mrs. Thos. E. Greacen New York 200.00

Mrs. K. M. Somerville Second New York 50.00

Adding to the generous offerings, indicated in the foregoing statement in the order

in which they were made, the

FIVE THOUSAND " DOLLARS
promised no less than five months ago and now deposited in a trust company subject to

the order of Olive Trees, our Church has in hand the sum of

TEN THOUSAND AND FIFTY DOLLARS
with which to open a new station in China. The brethren, who were not in a position

to contribute when we wrote soliciting their co-operation, and the many others, to

whom we made ijo direct application for assistance, must not feel themselves shut out

from a share in this work. Their money will always be acceptable and will be added

to this fimd.

This number of Olive Trees closes the

nineteenth year during which we have

tried, with more or less success, to keep

before the Church the importance of mis-

sionary work, and reliable news in regard

to its missionary operations. We thank

the brethren who have furnished leading

articles on the great question of the hour

and have thus largely increased the educa-

tional value of the magazine. We solicit

their continued assistance. Olive Trees

is also deeply indebted to the many friends

of world-wide evangelization who are act-

ing as voluntary agents, and have largely

increased its circulation. We invite their

co-operation until this little monthly shall

be a welcome visitor in every home. It is

peculiarly gratifying to be in a position

to speak of having received within the

last few months renewals and new sub-

scriptions for 1906, and we have good

reason to expect that New Year’s Day will

show a full list. The paper seems to be

so well established in the hearts of those

interested in the progress of the gospel

and the coming of the Kingdom that it is

no longer necessary to urge its special

claims.

Special attention is called to Dr. Jean

McBurney’s letter on page 277. The

point that we wish our readers to mark is

what she says about the school at Tak

Hing Chau. Knowing that no American

teacher had yet volunteered to take up

the work upon which Miss Torrence was
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about to enter at the time of her death,

and realizing that, if a teacher were on

the ground, she would require at least

two years to master the Chinese language

sufficiently to be qualified for the duties

of the position, Mrs. Dr. Wright has as-

sumed charge of the work with all the

labor and responsibility that it involves.

Such devotedness shows the importance

that missionaries, familiar with the con-

dition of children in heathen homes, at-

tach to the school as an effective means of

bringing them into contact with the truth

and under its saving power. The con-

duct of Mrs. Wright in this matter is the

voice of the Redeemer, saying to persons

and influences that would keep the young

away from Him, “Suffer the little chil-

dren to come unto Me, and forbid them

not, for of such is the Kingdom of God.”

Surely there are young women in the

Covenanter Church who will consecrate

themselves to this service, when the need

is so imperative both in China and in

the Levant Missions. The Church should

be importunate in prayer to the Lord of

the harvest that He would send forth

laborers into these destitute fields.

According to the Secretary of the For-

eign Board, no one has yet offered himself

for service in Syria, as the associate of

Rev. James S. Stewart, though the call

has been before the Church for months.

He has received letters from some of the

young ministers, with the cheering in-

formation that they are taking counsel

with God on the subject, while others, in

reply to his direct application to them,

have expressed themselves as deeply in-

terested in the work, but not qualified. It

seems to us that the essential thing is to

be willing. The qualifications come from

the Head of the Church, and will not be

withheld from any one who is ready to

yield unquestioning obedience to the de-

cisive command, “Go, preach, disciple,

teach.”

Olive Trees has received, since last re-

port, the following contributions from the

young women of the Reformed Presby-

terian Church toward the salary of their

missionary for the year 1905

:

Mrs. S. G. Conner, Canonsburg, Pa.$10.00

Miss Jennie N. Conner, Canons-

burg, Pa 12.00

Also one contribution toward the salary

of pastors’ missionary for 1905 :

Rev. A. Kilpatrick, Valencia, Pa. . .$5.00

To this fund have been added two dol-

lars mailed to us last summer by Rev.

Henry Easson, with instructions to de-

vote to any branch of missionary service.

Olive Trees acknowledges the receipt

of $30 from Mr. E. L. Johnston, of New
York, for the support of a native teacher

in the New Hebrides. The money was in

part contributed by a foreign missionary

society in Middle Stewiacke, N. S., a

society that has been in existence since

1858, only missing one meeting during

that time, and in which his brother, who

was associated with Dr. Paton on the

island of Tanna, took a great interest.

Mr. Wm. R. Moody, of E. Northfield,

has also forwarded $11 for the same fund.

Some time ago an editorial in the New York Tribune had this to say about mis-

sions: “The missionary impulse is the very essence of Christianity. Without it

Christianity would be of less value to the world than the most ephemeral mutual bene-

fit society. The church must continually strive to preach the good news of the gospel

to every creature, or else it shirks its commission, and forfeits its right to be numbered

among the ethical forces of the world.”
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